A preliminary survey of the apheresis activity in Italy: a perspective for the Italian Registry of apheresis.
Data collection on the apheresis activity in Italy throughout 1997 was performed by means of a standardized questionnaire. These data, provided by 96 Apheresis Units from 13 Italian regions, albeit rough, are sufficiently informative. In 1997, a total number of 170,373 apheresis sessions was carried out, with a clear-cut prevalence of productive apheresis (92%) that was performed by all Apheresis Units. Lombardy, Venetia and Latium were the most active regions for therapeutic apheresis (56% of total activity).